PETITIONER WITNESS QUESTIONNAIRE

Case Number: 
Case Name: 
Petitioner: 
Respondent: 

Witness Name: 

Please complete or correct the following information regarding yourself.
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	Prefix
	
	First Name
	
	Middle Name
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Last Name
	
	Suffix
	

	Address
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Street
	
	City
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	State/Province
	
	Zip/Postal Code
	
	Country
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Phone During the Day
	
	Birth Date
	
	Religious Affiliation
	
	Gender
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


In agreeing to testify, I affirm that I have not been coached in any way, by either party or any other person, regarding the answers that I am about to give.  I understand that this is a Church procedure and has no bearing in the civil law nor does it affect the legitimacy of any children born of the marriage.  If a Declaration of Nullity were to be granted its only effect would be to free the parties to enter another marriage in the Catholic Church.

It will be very much appreciated if you will

· Type your answers or write your answers clearly in black ink on white paper

· Use letter size paper and write on one side only

· Answer each question, clearly numbering the question being answered

· Avoid "yes" and "no" answers unless it is clear there is no other answer
· Do not write your answers on the questionnaire.
1.
How long and how well have you known the Petitioner?

2.
Are you related to this party?  If so, how?

3.
Do you consider this party a truthful person?

4.
Would this party tell the truth, even if to do so would be to his/her disadvantage?

5.
How long and how well have you known the Respondent?

6.
Are you related to this party?  If so, how?

7.
Do you consider this party a truthful person?

8.
Would this party tell the truth, even if to do so would be to his/her disadvantage?

I.  FAMILY/PERSONAL BACKGROUND

A1.
How would you describe the personality of the Petitioner?

A2.
What was his/her family background like?  (Relationship to parents and relatives)

A3.
How would you describe the personality of the Respondent?

A4.
What was his/her family background like?  (Relationship to parents and relatives)

II.  CONCERNING THE COURTSHIP

B1.

How long did the Petitioner and the Respondent date before marriage?

B2.

Did the parties have an engagement?  If so, how long was it?

B3.
Prior to the marriage, did you discuss this forthcoming marriage with either party?  If so, please explain.

B4.

Did either party confide in you his or her beliefs or convictions about marriage?  If so, please explain.

B5.
Describe any problems and/or unusual circumstances during the courtship.  (For example: constant quarrels, serious breakups, overindulgence in alcohol or drugs, pregnancy, dishonesty, unreliability, etc.)  How were these difficulties resolved?

B6.

Did you expect this marriage to be successful?  Please explain.

B7.
If applicable, did any party have any hesitations about making this marriage commitment in the Roman Catholic Church?  If so, please explain.

B8.

Did any one oppose or advise against the marriage?  If so, who and why?

B9.
Did you feel that both parties entered this marriage freely and with mutual love?  If not, please explain.

B10.
Was there any force or fear, internal or external pressure in making the decision to marry?  Who applied it, why, and what kind of force or pressure?

B11.
In entering this marriage do you believe that both parties intended a binding union until death?  If not, please explain.

B12.
In entering this marriage do you believe that both parties intended having children?  If not, please explain.

B13.
In entering this marriage do you believe that both parties intended to be faithful for life?  If not, please explain.

B14.
Did you feel that the parties were of sufficient maturity to understand the obligations and responsibilities of marriage?  If not, please explain.

B15.
Were both parties capable and willing to assume these obligations and responsibilities of marriage?  If not, please explain.

B16.
Was there a pre-marital pregnancy involved in this case?  If so, how did it affect the decision to enter the marriage?

III.  CELEBRATION OF THE MARRIAGE

C1.

Did you attend the wedding ceremony?  If so, was there anything unusual about it?

C2.

Was there a wedding reception?  Did you attend it?  Did anything unusual happen at the reception?

IV.  THE LIFE OF THE MARRIAGE

D1.
How close were you to this couple during their married life?  How often would you see or have contact with them?

D2.
What were the beginning years of the marriage like?

D3.
Did one or the other confide in you regarding what went on in the marriage?  If so, which party, when, and to what extent?

D4.
In your opinion to what extent were the couple able to communicate honestly and effectively with each other?  Please explain.

D5.
Were there any problems with alcohol or drug abuse during the marriage?

D6.
How did each of them handle the everyday events of life?

D7.
How well did each of them handle changes in their respective life situations?

D8.
If no children were born of the marriage, explain why not?

D9.
What role did religion play in the marriage?

D10.
If applicable, were any difficulties arising from cultural, racial, or religious differences?

D11.
How would you describe their personal values, what did they live for?

D12.
Were there any problems with fidelity in the marriage?  If so, please explain.

D13.
If applicable, were there any problems with physical, sexual, or mental abuse of either spouse or children?  If so, please explain.

D14.
Was either party in trouble with the law?  If so, please explain.

D15.
Explain any unusual possessiveness on the part of either party?

D16.
How were the parties as parents?  Did they handle the parental responsibility that exists in the care, love, and education of their children?

V.  FACTORS LEADING TO THE BREAKDOWN OF MARRIAGE AND FINAL DIVORCE

E1.

When did you first become aware of problems in the marriage?

E2.

What was the nature of the problem(s)?  Please explain.

E3.

Were these problems resolved?  If so, how?

E4.

When was divorce first mentioned?  By whom?

E5.
Describe any temporary separations that occurred during the marriage.  (When, why, and for how long?)

E6.

When and why did the final separation take place?

E7.

Were there any other parties involved in the breakdown of the marriage?

E8.

Were there any attempts at reconciliation?

E9.

What was your personal reaction to the knowledge of the divorce?

E10.
Why do you think that the marriage failed?

E11.
Given the length of the marriage, why do you think the couple remained together for that length of time?

VI.  POST DIVORCE ISSUES

F1.

If children were born, who received custody?

F2.
Have both parties lived up to their financial, moral, spiritual, and family responsibilities to the children of the marriage?  If not, please explain.

F3.

Has either party remarried?  If so, do you judge them happy in the present situation?

VII.  CONCERNING PREMARITAL PREGNANCY

G1.
Was there a pre-marital pregnancy involved in this marriage?

G2.
If so, how did it affect the decision to enter the marriage?

G3.
Were there plans of marriage prior to the knowledge of the pregnancy?

G4.
How did the parties react to the pregnancy?

G5.
How did the respective parents react to the pregnancy?

G6.
Would the marriage have taken place if there were not a pregnancy?

G7.
Was any alternative to marriage considered when the pregnancy became known?  If so, please describe.

G8.
Do you have further comments in this regard?

VIII.  VALIDATION OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE

(If there was a civil marriage or non-Catholic marriage prior to the Catholic ceremony,

please answer the following questions.)

H1.
Why did the marriage not take place initially in the Catholic Church?

H2.
Did the parties consider themselves married after the civil ceremony, or was the Catholic service necessary for the “real” marriage?

H3.
Was the convalidation considered a new commitment or merely the Church’s blessing?

H4.
Was there pressure from persons outside the couple for the convalidation in the Catholic Church?  Please give details.

H5.
Were there problems in the marriage prior to the Catholic ceremony?  If so, please describe in detail.

H6.
Was there any instruction given by the priest or deacon conducting the ceremony?

H7.
Was the priest or deacon told of any problems in the couple’s relationship?

H8.
How would you describe the mood or feelings at the Catholic service?

H9.
Do you have any further observations in this regard?

IX.  OTHER

I1.

Is there anything else that you want to add about the marriage that would help the Tribunal office?

I2.
If there is a need for clarification of your statements, would you be willing to be contacted again by this Court or the Court of Appeals?

I, the undersigned, declare under penalty of perjury, that the answers I have given, are the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  SO HELP ME GOD.

I further promise that I will not discuss this information with any other party until the case has been concluded.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Signature of the Petitioner Witness

	this date of
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The Questionnaire, with your signature, must be returned with your answers.

Due to the requirement of Church law to have original documents and original signatures, we cannot accept any response by fax or other electronic means.  Thank you for your cooperation.
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